to issue Mr. Wells, that slip?

A.   The only thing that I knew about this, is
exactly what he told me.  And like he related the
matter, when he came to discuss it with me.

Q.   Well, would you explain to the Court, exactly
what happened, to cause you to issue the slip,
on fcha,t evening?

A.   Mr. Wells, first of all, Mr. Ribel come to the
head gate, from setting shields down the face, and
told me that the phones hadn't been working properly.

What he asked me, was why the pan line started
without being cleared, because I was^standing right
beside the man, whenever he cleared it.

So he said, well the phone must not be working,
and I asked him where he was, he said that he was
down around 89 shield, whenever the chain started, so
my electrician at that time, was working on the
shear, I went down the pan line myself, and checked
the phones, calling the head gate, from the tail.
And I would reach the head gate on the phones down to
51, but I couldn't reach the tail.

When I got to 70, of course, each phone, I would
check and make sure that everything visibly was right
with it.  When I got to 70, I called the head gate,
called the tail, and couldn't reach the tail, and I
moved the wires, where they connected into the phone,
and called the tail, and I could reach the tail, so I
assumed that that's where the problem was, with the
phone system.

At that point, J would call the tail, and
would call the head, and I knew that the communi-
cation was complete along the face, and I went back
to the head gate, and it .wasn't very long after that,
several minutes later, Mr, Wells came to the head
gate, and he was pretty mad, and asked me why the
chain had been started without.being cleared, and I
tried to explain to him, that the chain had been
cleared, and he said that he was down there, taking
cribs blocks off that pan line, and he got two or
three fingers torn off, if John Kanosky hadn't been
there to turn the chain off.

Of course, I knew that that was right, because
the chain having started, had immediately been turnedin the circumstances under which- he issued the slip,
